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A VISION FOR TENNIS IN LIVERPOOL (DRAFT) 

 

Produced by the Liverpool Tennis Steering Group, in co-operation with the 

Tennis Clubs of the City of Liverpool. The draft of this document is designed 

to be considered by the Tennis Clubs of Liverpool and other interested parties 

by way of an open process of consultation. 

 

1. Background: 

The Liverpool and District Tennis Steering Group was set up between June and 

October 2016 at the behest of the Tennis Clubs of the City of Liverpool. 

Two stake-holder meetings were held at Liverpool Cricket Club at which 

representatives of the clubs came to the conclusion that a representative group was 

needed to develop a Vision and Strategy for tennis in the City and to bring forward a 

range of actions to ensure that fragmentation among the various aspects of tennis 

provision was overcome. 

From its outset the LDTSG benefitted from a substantial grant from the Liverpool 

Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG.) 

It was agreed to include a range of representatives to sit on the LDTSG who would 

speak on behalf of the “family” of tennis in Liverpool. The current representatives 

are: 

Representing the Liverpool Tennis League: Jamie Semple 

Representing the Lancashire LTA: Mike McBrien 

Representing Schools: Tony McKee 

Representing the Liverpool City Council: Chris Caskie 

Representing Community Tennis: David Hardman 

Representing the Merseyside Sports Partnership: Andrew Wileman 

Representing Coaches: David Simms 

Representing the LTA: Allison Lewis. 

Once the Committee met it determined the following persons should act as officers 

to carry out the administration of the committee: 

Chair: Tony McKee 

Vice-Chair: Mike McBrien 

Secretary: Allison Lewis. 

Treasurer: Jamie Semple 
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The LDTSG, since its inception has attempted to press the case for improved tennis 

facilities and opportunities in Liverpool with some key and influential individuals. As 

regards the Lawn Tennis Association representatives of the LDTSG met with the 

then Chief Executive Officer of the LTA, Michael Downey, on two occasions. The 

discussions with Michael were very positive and Michael commented that the work 

undertaken by the LDTSG should prove very beneficial to the future of tennis in 

Liverpool. 

The Chair and Secretary of the LDTSG had meetings with several senior Liverpool 

City Council officers. One of these officers was Ron Odunaiya who is the Executive 

Director of Community services. Whilst these meetings covered a great deal of 

issues no definite outcomes have been secured. The Liverpool City Council has 

issued a significant document entitled: “Physical and Sport Strategy”. In this 

document Tennis is described as being one of the city’s top ten focus sports. The 

document is referred to later in this Vision statement.  

 

2. Overview: 

This document seeks to establish a Vision for Tennis in Liverpool and a Strategy to 

carry out that Vision. At the outcome the following questions are relevant: 

1.1 What are the current strengths and weaknesses? 

1.2. What is the desired end result? 

1.3. What’s in place at present – venues, workforce, competitive structure 

1.4. How should we organise? 

1.5. What are the ‘target markets’ and what do players want? 

1.6. What can clubs realistically do to help themselves  

1.7. What suggestions would make a real difference? 

1.8. What are potential facility options? 

 

3. Context:  

Liverpool as a City has a population of 500,000. The tennis landscape is made up of 
11 Clubs. Nine clubs are registered with the LTA, two presently are not registered.  
 
There are very few tennis courts based in city parks as compared with similar cities. 
The only tennis courts that are in existence are in Sefton Park and Princess Park. 
 
In general Liverpool appears to be not well off regarding the actual number of courts 
available in the city. The regional average of population per court is 4 600, whilst 
Liverpool has 6 000 per court. 
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Tennis courts in Liverpool have been installed using a variety of materials. These 
vary from artificial grass, red clay and tarmacadam. Generally, the courts available at 
the city’s tennis clubs are not in good condition. Most of the clubs that have artificial 
grass have found that the playing surface has become compacted owing to the fact 
that it has not been maintained regularly and effectively. Where artificial grass courts 
are well maintained (eg At East Wavertree) the life span of the courts is lengthened. 
This however requires relatively expensive equipment and ground staff to carry out 
the maintenance. 
 
Palmerston, Cressington, Bohemians, Carmel, Liverpool Cricket Club and East 
Wavertree have artificial grass courts. 
 
Trinity tennis club has three clay courts which need a high level of maintenance. 
 
There are hard courts at Vagabonds, Thingwall and Mersey Bowmen. Mossley Hill 
has a combination of new artificial grass courts and hard courts. 
 
It is encouraging that three clubs have been able to re-lay courts in recent times. 
Cressington has put down three new artificial grass courts, Bohemians has one new 
artificial grass court and Mossley Hill has two. 
 
Under LTA guidelines Liverpool does not appear to possess a single “large club”. 
One of the criteria for being classed as a large club is to have eight or more tennis 
courts. The nearest Liverpool would get to this would be Liverpool Cricket club if all 
its courts, including the grass courts, are counted in. 
 
The city has three indoor tennis centres, namely the Liverpool Tennis Centre at 
Wavertree, The Archbishop Beck Centre and David Lloyd Speke. The regional 
average for indoor provision is 55 000 people per indoor court. Liverpool has 33 000 
per indoor court. Indoor provision, according to these figures would appear to be 
good. However, David Lloyd is a private club and is therefore not open to the general 
public and Archbishop Beck is not fully functioning as an indoor centre at present. 
 
The most worrying statistic is the limited provision of floodlights at tennis locations in 
the city. The regional average is 14 000 people per floodlit court. The Liverpool figure 
is 24 000. Those tennis clubs which have floodlights have the old versions set on 
high poles. Many clubs that have tried to erect modern floodlighting are surrounded 
by housing and have had difficulty getting planning permission.  
 
Regarding participation in the sport of tennis club membership has been in gradual 
decline in Liverpool across the last four years. This is a very worrying trend which 
must be arrested. 

 
4.  ‘The Big Picture’ 

There is a certain amount of optimism regarding Tennis in Liverpool! 

4.1 On the recent plus side can be identified: 

 Recent resurgence of the Wavertree Tennis Centre in terms of programme 

numbers 
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 Well organised Liverpool Tennis League 

 The presence of the Liverpool International Tournament 

 The international success of Ken and Neal Skupski on the men’s tour 

 The qualification of Sarah Beth Grey, former Bohemians player, for 

Wimbledon 2019. 

 Recent upgrades of tennis facilities at a number of Liverpool clubs 

 Tennis For Free in Sefton Park (the highest attended of 84 sites nationally) 

 The junior provision at Palmerston Tennis Club and the link with the 

Newcombe Tennis Academy in Texas 

 The re-establishment of the Liverpool Parks Tournament in 2019 at Sefton 

Park 

 Growing emphasis on tennis in the three City’s universities. Liverpool Hope 

University has two new floodlit tennis courts, Liverpool University students use 

the tennis facilities at Mossley Hill Tennis Club and John Mores University has 

run a tennis programme for its students at the Liverpool Tennis Centre. 

 A flourishing Merseyside Veterans’ Tennis Association 

 Nationally regarded research on the benefits of playing tennis conducted by 

Liverpool Hope University. 

 The establishment of the Liverpool and District Tennis Steering Group which 

has allowed tennis club representatives to come together in the spirit of acting 

collectively and in co-operation. 

 The qualification of a large number of new Liverpool Tennis coaches, who 

have received financial support through the LDTSG. 

 Promising consultation has taken place between the LTDSG and Chris Price 

from School Improvement Liverpool Ltd. regarding Liverpool schools 

participating in tennis programmes. Chris oversees sport in the city for the 

Education service. 

 

4.2  However, on the reverse side can be seen: 

 

 The expectation raised among clubs as regards the LTA initiative 

Transforming Tennis Together has been negated with the news that funding 

will not be available through grants 

 Participation in tennis is falling nationally and locally 

 There is little evidence of a tennis legacy relating to Andy Murray’s success at 

Wimbledon and the Olympic Games and the performance of the British Davis 

Cup team. 

 There is no overall cohesive identity or online presence for Liverpool Tennis 

as a whole 

 Playing surfaces in Liverpool are largely inadequate and Club facilities are 

relatively modest. 

 Existing Clubs have little or no money for investment 

 Club websites should be more effective and visually appealing 

 The Liverpool School Sports Partnerships (LSSP) are not currently proactive 

with regard to helping create club to school links. 
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 It is difficult for Club representatives to establish links themselves with 

schools. 

 The closure of the Liverpool Schools’ Sports Federation has meant that that 

there is no autonomous vehicle to co-ordinate sporting links across the city. 

 There is a need for formal links between Wavertree Tennis Centre and Clubs 

 There are only a very limited number of park courts 

 There is a constant loss of active and competent coaches moving away from 

the city due to the unfavourable commercial climate for coaching 

 The loss of tennis clubs in recent years. 

 Very few clubs in Liverpool have Floodlights. Those that do have the old-style 

lights which are sited on high mountings. 

 

5.  ’The Vision’ 

What could be demonstrable as the desired end results for Tennis in Liverpool? 

 An identified and sustainable ‘Tennis Community’ within Liverpool with clear 

systems of retaining existing members and attracting new ones 

 Upgraded ‘fit for purpose’ facilities with clubs having a fair balance between 

competitive and social play. 

 Identified future projects 

 Upgrade of floodlights at Bohemians, Mossley Hill and Liverpool Cricket Club. 

Installation of new floodlights at those clubs which would greatly benefit from 

their usage eg East Wavertree, Palmerston and Cressington. Thus, the 

majority of Liverpool clubs would have the facility of modern floodlights which 

would extend the hours and days of the playing season. 

 A clear and attractive overall supporting image of Tennis in Liverpool with a 

strong online and social media presence. 

 Clubs buying into the overall brand whilst developing and retaining their own 

identity.  

 An annual city-wide participation promotion linked to LTA modular products. 

 A clearly defined system of school/club links promoted by a defined ‘task 

force’ 

 A network of active coaches for whom staying in the city is financially viable. 

 More stability for the Liverpool Tennis Centre and consultation on its future 

status. The development of a mutually beneficial partnership between The 

Tennis Centre and the Liverpool Tennis Clubs. 

 The continuation of the LDTSG project on Workforce to “grow” our own 

coaches, officials and volunteers. 

 The Archbishop Beck Tennis Centre to be assimilated more effectively into 

the provision of tennis in Liverpool 

 The securing of an effective relationship between the Liverpool City Council 

and the Tennis community of Liverpool. 

 The lobbying of the Lawn Tennis Association to designate Liverpool as a 

priority area as regards funding. 
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 The continuation of the Liverpool International Tennis Tournament and the 

introduction of International Tennis Federation tournaments at the Liverpool 

Tennis Centre and of prestigious tennis competitions at the M & S Arena. 

 Consideration as to how the LDTSG will operate in the future 

 

 

6.  Analysis 

 

 The Liverpool Tennis clubs are concentrated in the South of the city as a 

natural process due to the demographics of the area being different from 

those of the north of Liverpool. 

 The Liverpool Tennis Clubs are largely situated alongside the Queens Drive 

Ring Road with very little tennis facilities towards the Liverpool City centre. 

 The City has no large “hub” tennis clubs as is the case in other comparable 

cities. 

 The two clubs with the most significant history in the city as regards size and 

status, namely Palmerston and Vagabonds, are not as strong as was once 

the case. Vagabonds has one Men’s team and one Ladies’ team. Palmerston 

has a relatively small adult section. 

 Liverpool Tennis Clubs do not generally have significant savings and are not 

in a growth situation. An exception to this trend is East Wavertree Tennis club. 

 Two clubs enjoy both the positives and negatives of their being part of a multi 

sports club, namely Mossley Hill and Liverpool Cricket Club. 

 Most clubs are land locked and have little scope for physical expansion. 

 Most clubs do not own their own land. Several of those that do are covered by 

covenants so could not sell their land to relocate to more advantageous sites. 

 Few of the clubs are six-court clubs 

 Clearly clubs have a strong commitment to competitive league play. This is to 

be celebrated. However, there is a need to develop social tennis opportunities 

on a wider scale. 

 The social benefits of club membership should not be underestimated. Clubs 

which have bars are well placed to promote such benefits and are in a strong 

position to supplement their income with bar takings.  

 The major difficulty is that virtually all of the clubs have no revenue assets to 

attract matched funding and therefore a citywide case would have to be made 

for grant investment without the usual parameters of matched funding.  

 Individual Clubs must be encouraged to both value their heritage but to have 

strong strategy to secure a bright future based on aspirational thinking. They 

must continue with their willingness to act collectively for the common good of 

Tennis in the City of Liverpool. 
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7. Significant issues: 

 

7.1: Workforce development: 

There is a lack of consistent coaching provision across the Liverpool tennis clubs. It 

is very difficult for clubs to secure full-time coaching provision given their 

membership levels, lack of floodlighting and limited financial resources. This being 

the case it is virtually impossible for tennis coaches to perceive that there can be a 

career path within tennis in Liverpool. Also worrying is that the Liverpool Tennis 

Centre has enjoyed a programme involving coaches with extensive qualifications 

and experience. However, the uncertainty which has surrounded the centre in recent 

time regarding its workforce has led to some excellent coaches, and an outstanding 

Tennis Centre manager, leaving the centre.  

Alongside this the administration and organisation of clubs has been in the hands of 

a few, enthusiastic but often over-burdened volunteers. 

The LDTSG has recognised the challenges thrown up by these circumstances and 
has prioritised a programme of “growing” its own workforce for tennis in the city. 
Workforce development through 50% bursary support has been a key focus for the 
Group.  
 
A total of £4,327 has been invested to train thirty-one coaches. These have 
constituted twenty Level 1 coaches, nine Level 2 coaches and two Level 3 coaches 
across the District network. It is envisaged that this crucial strategy will continue in 
the future. 
 
Where clubs cannot afford to employ a full-time coach it may be possible for clubs to 
share a coach, possibly within a hob structure. 
 
The LDTSG is of the view that the work of coaches in the city could be directly 
supported through the creation of a Coach’s Association. 
 
 
7.2 The Liverpool Tennis Centre: 
 
 
Five years ago the Liverpool Tennis Centre was under performing and at risk of 
closure.  In October 2014, the Tennis Foundation invested £240 000 over three 
years to support the Centre. The funding covered the employment of a Centre 
Manager, Head Coach and revenue funding to pump prime the Schools Roadshow 
events to boost programme numbers. 
 
Since October 2014 programme numbers have risen from 70 to just short of 500 
weekly. The operating deficit has reduced from £309 000 to £102 000. The 
management skills of Dave Hillier and, in more recent times, David Hardman have 
contributed greatly to this significant improvement in the financial health of the 
Centre. 
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In March 2016 six indoor courts were resurfaced and in September 2016 four 
outdoor courts were resurfaced, with funding provided by Sport England 
 
Through the Schools Roadshow initiative the Centre has visited fifty schools and 
engaged 5,000 children 
 
The Centre has developed its disability programme. Additional to sessions for people 
with a learning disability the Centre is now delivering weekly Visual Impairment, 
Wheelchair and Down Syndrome sessions 
 
The Centre has a strong Tournament Programme and hosts a wide variety of tennis 
programmes for players of all ages and ability levels. 
 
At the end of the Tennis Foundation funding the City Council has employed a Tennis 
Co-ordinator on 20 hours per week. The post has been subject to review under the 
Leisure Facilities Service Review.  The timescale on the Service Review has been 
unpredictable and is resulting in instability of delivery at the Centre.  
 
At the beginning of September 2019 it was announced that the Service Review of 
the Liverpool Tennis Centre was to be halted. Centre staff were informed that 
receptionist facilities were to be withdrawn from the Tennis Centre. The tennis 
community in Liverpool would perceive these to be retrograde steps. 
 
The LDTSG maintains that the Liverpool City Council must free the Liverpool Tennis 
Centre from what would appear to be a system involving constant review 
programmes. 
 

The Archbishop Beck Tennis Centre needs to be run as a Satellite Venue of the 
Liverpool Tennis Centre and mirror programme delivery and offer. However, the 
shortage of workforce has meant that the Centre has been unable to recruit a Head 
Coach. Meetings have taken place with the Head teacher of the school but more 
progress is required to truly secure the venue as a fully functioning centre dedicated 
solely to tennis provision. For example, one part of the centre is used for basketball. 
This aspect of the centre’s provision must be ended. 
 
 
7.3: Liverpool International Tennis Tournament 

The Liverpool International Tournament, thanks in the main to the vision and 

determination displayed over a period of eighteen years by Anders Borg, has seen 

some of the world’s greatest tennis players appear at Calderstones Park, the 

Liverpool Tennis Centre and more recently at the Liverpool Cricket Club. 

The Liverpool and District Tennis Steering Group pledges its on-going support for 
this event and maintains that it is essential to the future of tennis in the city. 
 
The LTA has been very prominent in its support for the administration and marketing 
of the international tennis tournament over the last two years.  
 
Historically the LTA and the British Tennis Foundation have funded the tournament 
to the tune of £50 000 per year. It has been necessary to reduce this funding to  
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£10 000 for the last 2 years (2018 & 2019). 
 
The LTA funding is paid via the LDTSG with a defined Service Level Agreement 
against participation activities linked to the Tournament. The LTA also provides 
support to the Tournament in terms of balls, scoreboards etc. 
 
In past years the Liverpool City Council has been very generous in its support for the 
tournament. However, cuts to Council spending made by the national government 
has meant that the Liverpool City Council is no longer able to make a contribution to 
the tournament which the LDTSG regards as regrettable. 
 
The International tournament has been very well supported by the Business 
community in the City of Liverpool. However, the turn-out of spectators has been 
somewhat disappointing in recent times. The people of the region and the tennis 
community of Liverpool must give more whole-hearted support to the tournament. 
 
The Liverpool International tennis tournament does bring kudos to our city. It should 
continue. However, there is room for another prestigious tennis event to complement 
the International tournament. The Netball World Cup, successfully held in Liverpool 
in the summer of 2019, proves that the city can organise and host major, 
international competitions. The Marks and Spencer’s arena on the dock-side would 
make a marvellous venue for a major tennis event.  
 
In order to be in a position to support international tennis tournaments in Liverpool 
the LDTSG intends to instigate training for a squad of tournament officials (umpires, 
lines persons, volunteers). The LDTSG will also facilitate the training of ball girls and 
boys by inviting one Liverpool school per year to supply ball girls and boys. These 
children will fit into the already successful programme of training which is place for 
the Liverpool International Tennis Tournament. 
 
7.4: Schools and Junior tennis. 

The reduction in numbers of Juniors playing the game of tennis may be explained by 

a combination of factors related to changes in society and by the decline in school 

sport in general. 

All Liverpool Tennis Clubs had more Junior players as members than is now the 

case. Each year when Wimbledon came around courts in the city were flooded with 

Junior players inspired by the Championships. This is not the case now. 

Factors such as the popularity of computer games, the attractiveness of other sports 

and the unwillingness of parents to allow Junior players to visit clubs unattended 

have led to a decline in young people playing the sport of tennis. Where Juniors do 

join clubs, it is often because their parents are tennis players themselves. 

The pressure brought to bear on schools through Ofsted and League tables has led 

to the majority of teachers withdrawing from the coaching of sport in schools. Often 

school sport is delivered in Primary schools by multi-sport coaches which has led to 

a decline in the depth and quality of specialist coaching going on in schools.  
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Schools are bombarded with information from a wide variety of sources. This makes 

it difficult for Tennis Clubs to break through and form positive relations with their local 

schools. 

Headteachers are particularly placed under pressure by the “Accountability” regime 

prevalent in schools and are less likely to be advocates for school sport as they once 

were. Problems faced by school as regards funding mean that the purchase of 

sports equipment and the provision of school transport to competitions have 

diminished. 

Sport in general has become less of a priority in Local Authorities and schools. 

Liverpool no longer has an Inspector dedicated to Physical Education and Sport for 

example and PE teachers in Secondary Schools have seen the subject given much 

less emphasis than was the case in the past. 

Palmerston Tennis Club has a very successful programme for Junior players based 

on coaching, competitive play and social interaction. With the support of the LDTSG 

and School Improvement Liverpool Ltd. the other Liverpool Tennis clubs should 

implement strategies as a matter of urgency to increase the number of Juniors 

playing the sport of tennis at the clubs. 

 

7.5: The Liverpool City Council and Parks tennis 

There are three courts (non-floodlit) available at Sefton Park. Under the Tennis for 
Free programme they can be used at no cost and a court reservation system is in 
place. The use of courts is extremely popular with annual court bookings standing at 
over 4,000 hours. 
 
Tennis for Free in Liverpool topped the national leader board for three consecutive 
months in 2016 (June – August). In July 2016 there were 400 attendees with 108 of 
those new to tennis at the park. 
 
The offer was further developed with the introduction of Tennis Tuesdays, Tennis 
Xpress, Local Tennis Leagues and the Clubspark court reservation system. 
 
Credit must go to David Simms and his team of coaches for securing such an 
extremely successful programme. 
 
The courts at Princess Park are not used as regularly as those at Sefton park owing 
to security concerns. 
 
The Liverpool City Council has developed the “Liverpool Active City Strategy 
2014 to 2021.” The document articulates the vision that Liverpool will be the “Most 
Active city in England by 2026”. This to be measured in comparison to the Core 
Cities in England.  
 
The document states that between 2005 and 2014 participation in sport in Liverpool 
increased by 6.8%. This was judged on the basis of Liverpool residents who were 
over 16 participating in sport for at least 30 minutes per day. 
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Whilst this must be considered to be positive news the thrust of the document would 
appear to be focussed on recreational sport rather than competitive sport. 
 
The policy suggests that the “Club sector in sport in Liverpool is strong and capable 
of further growth” However the document fails to describe how clubs will work in co-
operation with the City Council in the future. 
 
The ambitions for school sport in the city are very vague in the policy stating that 
there is a need for the “prioritising of regular, highly active PE lessons and extra-
curricular activities”. The conclusion stated in the document is that the policy will be 
considered a success if every pupil takes part in one competitive sporting event per 
school year. 
 
The policy refers to an initiative called “Active Streets, Active Parks”. Given the 
success of the Tennis for Free initiative highlighted above the LDTSG calls on the 
Liverpool City Council to declare whether there is any intention in the future to 
provide more tennis facilities in the city’s parks. 
 
Apart from tennis being listed as one of the twelve focus sports there appears to be 
no further mention of the sport in the strategy. The LDTSG would regard this as a 
serious omission. The Group can only presume that the interests of tennis have not 
been well represented through the Physical Activity and Sport Strategic Stakeholder 
Group which is responsible for the Strategy. 
 
 
7.6. The Merseyside Veterans’ Tennis Association: 
 
The Merseyside Veterans’ Tennis Association is celebrating its 25th Year in 

existence. 

The Association seeks to operate with clear aims and objectives. 

Although its numbers are in excess of a hundred, generally the Association has 

around thirty-five at its sessions. Associates can choose to attend on a Tuesday 

morning or a Friday morning or both. Some attend all available sessions some just 

play once a fortnight or month. Attendance can depend on the associate’s age or 

time availability or other commitments. It doesn’t matter the organisation is there 

constantly. 

The MVTA sessions are held at the Wavertree Tennis Centre during the Winter 

months and at East Wavertree Tennis Club throughout the rest of the year. The 

Association particularly values the strong relationship it has with the staff of the 

Liverpool Tennis Centre and the co-operation and support it receives from East 

Wavertree Tennis Club. 

The Association puts a significant emphasis on all its veteran’s health. Although 

there are players of vastly differing tennis skills and technical abilities, it manages to 

make each game a competitive challenge. This ‘challenge’ is a key aspect in pushing 

everyone into achieving their maximum physical expenditure whilst enjoying the 

wonderful game of tennis with an abundance of friends. The players selected for 
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each game of tennis are skilfully balanced to always try and ensure a closely 

contested match.  

The MVTA has players in their ninth decade playing quality tennis along with ‘young’ 

fifty-year olds. 

To celebrate its twenty fifth anniversary the MVTA is arranging a range of cultural 

and historic visits to sites in Liverpool and the North West of England 

MVTA. continues to flourish. The health that physical activity brings can be more 

easily measured than mental health. However, the Association is conscious that the 

improved mental health that regular contact with one’s peers creates is of paramount 

importance.  

The MVTA has received a grant provided by the LDTSG. With it the MVTA hopes to 
establish a branch of its Association in the north of the Liverpool region. MVTA has 
written to all the clubs in that area asking them to express an interest in hosting such 
a venture.  
 
 
7.7 Serves 
 

SERVES is a community-based programme designed by the Tennis Foundation to 
tackle some of the issues faced by young people living in disadvantaged 
communities. It does this by taking tennis into the heart of the communities giving 
young people the chance to develop valuable life skills both on and off the court.   

There are currently two SERVES projects running in Liverpool, one at Toxteth Fire 
Fit Hub and the other at Anfield Sports and Community Centre. 

  

8. Research into Tennis locally and nationally:  
 
8.1: Research conducted by Liverpool Hope University: 

There is overwhelming evidence to suggest that leading an active lifestyle is 

beneficial for our health on multiple levels. Previous research shows that those who 

are more physically active have lower rates of coronary heart disease, hypertension, 

stroke, diabetes and most cancers; higher levels of cardiorespiratory and muscular 

fitness; healthier body composition, enhanced bone health, and improved cognitive 

function. Having said this, at present there is a worldwide obesity epidemic, and in 

this country alone more than 60% of the adult population is overweight or obese. 

Additionally, the rise in associated diseases is placing a significant burden on our 

health service and all of this can be undone by simply moving more and eating less. 



13 
 

It is now thought that insufficient physical inactivity is one of the leading risk factors 

for death worldwide. 

To add to this, a recent large-scale population study of over 80,000 UK residents 

also concluded that participation in racquet sports is associated with fewer mortality 

rates and specifically, those arising from cardiovascular diseases – more so than any 

other sports or activities listed. 

Consequently, the aim of our research at the School of Health Sciences, Liverpool 

Hope University, was to gain comprehensive knowledge of the health benefits of 

tennis, by measuring not only the physical but also the psychosocial, nutritional, and 

health-related quality of life of players and non-players. In addition, to investigate 

whether tennis is more beneficial than merely attaining the government guidelines for 

physical activity by other means (the current government guidelines recommend at 

least 150 minutes of moderate physical activity a week). Data was collected from 90 

participants of mixed gender, between the ages of 18-65, 43 tennis players and 47 

healthy active non-players, of approximately equal age.  

All health measures were collected in a one-off visit to our laboratories at Liverpool 

Hope University and collected in 3 main areas; cardio-metabolic, musculoskeletal, 

and lifestyle or psychosocial data. Cardio-metabolic factors were selected as they 

represent and individual’s risk of developing diseases, such as heart disease, 

diabetes or stroke. These included body composition analysis, vascular function 

testing, blood sampling and maximal oxygen uptake assessment. Musculoskeletal 

function variables were collected as these are fundamental in assessing one’s ability 

to carry out essential daily activities and maintain independence in later life. These 

included measures of upper and lower body strength, muscular fatigue, gait analysis, 

physical performance assessments and maximal jump testing. Lastly, lifestyle and 

psychosocial data were obtained by questionnaire and self-report, to provide an 

insight into the participants’ psychological health, physical activity levels, nutritional 

status, and overall well-being. 

In order to compare the effects of regular tennis against merely meeting the 

government guidelines, the above measures were grouped together by a statistical 

technique, giving rise to a single cluster score of each of the aforementioned 

dimensions which could then be compared between groups. Subsequently, when 
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cardio-metabolic factors like blood pressure, cholesterol, glucose levels and body 

composition, were combined, the tennis players displayed a significantly lower 

susceptibility to cardiovascular and metabolic diseases than non-players. 

Additionally, as per the cardio-metabolic data, combinations of musculoskeletal 

variables also revealed significantly greater enhancements in the tennis players’ 

upper and lower body physical function when compared to non-players, translating to 

reduced future vulnerability to physical dysfunction or disability. Factors integrated 

into musculoskeletal scores included a combination of body composition, physical 

performance and strength data. Finally, both of these findings were independent 

of age, indicating that tennis has the ability to significantly improve health 

across the lifespan. 

 

8.2: Research conducted by The Tennis Foundation: 
 
Research carried out by the Tennis Foundation found that there is a particularly 
strong correlation between positive mental health and participation in the sport of 
tennis. In its survey the foundation found that 91% of its respondents reported that 
playing tennis had a positive impact on their self-confidence, demonstrating the ways 
in which tennis can have a powerful influence well beyond physical fitness. 
 
The research also highlighted that tennis can be highly beneficial in reducing the 
social isolation experienced by those suffering from mental health conditions. Further 
to this 61% of respondents reported that playing tennis had positively impacted on 
their ability to build relationships, commenting that it was a great way to make new  
friends and to socialise.   
 
The research concluded by quoting evidence from the International Tennis 
Federation that tennis can have a range of psychological benefits which included a 
decrease in levels of stress, increased mental alertness and the alleviation of the 
symptoms of depression and anxiety. 
 
 

9. The Lawn Tennis Association: 

In early 2018 the tennis community in Liverpool was made aware of the fact that the 

Lawn Tennis Association had secured £100 million which it was to direct towards 

Transforming British Tennis Together, with a further £25 million dedicated to 

Growing the Game. 

Under the TBTT scheme clubs were asked to submit bids to the LTA in appropriate 

groupings to secure funding based on   a combination of grants and loans. The 

LDTSG warmly welcomed this news although it pressed the case with LTA officials 
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for a greater emphasis on funding based on grant allocations. The LDTSG also 

criticised the need for matched funding to be in place in order to secure TBTT 

funding. 

The LDTSG took a great deal of time, through meetings and questionnaires, to 

ensure the tennis community in Liverpool would be well placed to be considered for 

significant investment in the city by the LTA, through the TBTT scheme. This vision 

statement was prepared to justify such investment. 

In early 2018 Scott Lloyd became Chief Executive Officer in place of Michael 

Downey who had chosen to return to his home in Canada. The LTA recognised that 

Scott Lloyd had a lifelong knowledge of, and passion for, British tennis and had had 

an outstanding business career. Scott was CEO of David Lloyd Leisure from 2007 to 

2015. 

When he took up his post Scott Lloyd instigated a review of all aspects of the LTA 

capital funding programme. Whilst the LDTSG awaits formal written confirmation on 

the matter it would appear that TBTT has been abandoned and the LTA has moved 

back to funding allocation coming only through loans. The LDTSG understands that 

no funding will be allocated to upgrade courts but only to replace them with a 

different surface material. 

The LDTSG is dismayed at this turn of events. TBTT raised false hopes among the 

tennis community in our country. The Group is concerned that LTA support appears 

to have gone backward rather than forward.   

LDTSG would however praise LTA Lancashire for continuing to support clubs in the 

region through the allocation of loans up to £10 000 which have helped clubs such 

as Bohemians to make some improvements to their tennis courts. 

The Group also acknowledges that the LTA has supported the work of the LDTSG 

through the expertise and support provided through the attendance at its meetings of 

Allison Lewis. Allison is the LTA Participation Development Partner and has served 

as a very efficient and dedicated Secretary to the LDTSG. Paul Bennet, LTA Head of 

Region (North), has also attended LDTSG meetings and has provided expert advice. 

The LTA, both nationally and through LTA Lancashire, has also provided funding to 

the LDTSG to allow it to implement its main priorities. 

The LDTSG calls on the LTA to declare Liverpool as a priority area for funding. The 

group believes that this should be the case for the following reasons: 

1. This vision document is underpinned by all aspects of the tennis community in 

Liverpool being prepared to act collectively and in the spirit of partnership. 

2. The vision document seeks to consolidate all that is good about tennis in 

Liverpool alongside a wish to act in an aspirational fashion 

3. Liverpool has a range of unique factors in its favour including a successful 

local league, a well-established indoor Tennis Centre, the Liverpool 

International Tennis Tournament, a flourishing Veterans Association and a 

local University renowned for its research into tennis. 
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4. Tennis in the city has been the subject of an Independent Review carried out 

by a major figure in tennis in our country. 

5. The city faces significant challenges including social and financial 

disadvantage but the tennis community in Liverpool seeks to improve 

participation in tennis, improve tennis facilities and establish the city at the 

forefront of tennis development in the country as a whole. 

 

10. Independent Review conducted Peter Elviss: 

 

The Club Consultancy was completed by Peter Elviss during 2019.  The cost of the 

review was borne by the LTA with a significant contribution made by the Liverpool 

Tennis League. 

The LDTSG regard the review as an important piece in the process of developing a 

Vision for tennis in Liverpool. As well as the fact that the final document is an 

independent review the LDTSG also believe that the face to face discussions carried 

out between Peter and the representatives of the Liverpool Clubs had a significant 

value in encouraging the clubs to evaluate their progress and future ambitions. 

The review findings now follow. 
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1. Introduction 

 

1.1. I was asked by Mike McBrien who is Vice Chair of the Liverpool District 

Tennis Steering Group to undertake a review of 11 Clubs within the City and to 

visit the two public indoor centres.  The rational was that the group were 

intending to submit an application to the LTA for funds from the Transforming 

British Tennis Together programme (T.B.T.T.) – the LTA capital investment fund. 

 

1.2. I have no involvement with the application process, but I would imagine the 

four major components will be: 

 Sustainability  

 Transformational 

 Partnership Funding 

 Quality of Sports Offering 

 

1.3. At this early stage I would like to take the opportunity of thanking all the 

volunteers giving up their time and to Allison Lewis the Participation Development 

Partner for accompanying me on the visits. 

 

1.4. Upon taking the consultancy I did stress that I would focus on finances, 

sustainability, land ownership, and coaching programmes.  I was asked to 

provide an honest appraisal of the current situation and hopefully not offend any 

individual. 

 

2. Summary  

 

During my three days I visited 13 tennis centres but not the commercial centre 

(David Lloyd, Speke), so I got a good overview of tennis provision within the 

voluntary club sector and Local Authority parks provision. 

It has to be recognised that the City has a population of 500,000 and the influence of 

football cannot be ignored.   

Liverpool is a sporting city and produces many fine athletes with local youngsters 

competing individually at tennis inside the top 50 which is a great achievement. 

I do not think the group will be surprised to learn that I was disappointed with the 

quality of all aspects of tennis provision.  The quality of courts was poor with very 

little floodlighting and the opportunities apart from team tennis were very limited. 

The Liverpool and District Tennis Steering Group has an opportunity to address the 

decline, but it will need a change in mindset and some bold decisions.  It has to 

create a tennis environment which is appealing to customer expectations in 2019 

and tennis growth will only be achieved by the implementation of quality coaching 

programmes. 
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3. Recommendations 

 

I have based my suggestions on the fact that all traditional sports are declining 

and unless they change and focus on what the customer wants the clubs will 

continue to decline. 

 

The Liverpool and District Tennis Steering Group is a good starting point and it 

has a recognition of the fact that things need to change.  I would recommend the 

following actions: 

 

A) Funding bid  

 

The Group prepare a bid as one body with the merger of Bohemians and 

Vagabonds as phase one of a long-term development plan. 

 

B) Floodlight Strategy 

 

The Group undertake an audit of which Clubs could provide floodlighting.  This 

could result in more play and also extended coaching opportunities. 

 

If one club (ie. Mossley Hill) expanded its floodlights it would not be unreasonable 

for other clubs to hire the facilities. 

 

C) Lancashire LTA 

 

The county change the policy of small loans for facilities to one of coach support.  

The small loans are fine for improvement but here they are being used to prop up 

poorly managed clubs and not helping with sustainability.  Grants or loans to 

coaches for both additional qualifications or revenue projects such as club to 

school links will provide more assistance. 

 

D) Tennis Development  

 

My views on sports development are probably considered outdated but unless 

the activity has a clearly defined exit route, I do not see how it is benefiting the 

sport long term.  

 

The classic example is “Tennis for Free” in Sefton park.  If this is operating on the 

site of a club with no juniors I would find it hard to justify its existence.  If there is 

a desire to continue why doesn’t it operate in six week blocks around the city and 

benefit more interested players.  The LTA has a range of products such as 

Tennis for Kids and Tennis Weekends which will help with participation and 

growth in membership. 
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E) Club School Links 

 

There are many ways to operate but they should all result in a coach visiting 

surrounding schools and getting them back to the Club courts.  It would be helpful 

if the clubs agreed which schools each club should adopt.  I am aware this is a 

long way off but mapping at an early stage will avoid problems later on. 

 

 

F) Liverpool Tennis League 

 

Whilst appreciating the competitive nature of the people in Liverpool, being a club 

member should not automatically guarantee you a team place.  The block of 

league tennis makes it impossible for anyone else to play for a large proportion of 

the peak tennis season.  Competition is a very important part of any club’s 

programme, but it is only one part and the club’s reliance on the importance of 

this area at the expense of everything else has contributed to the poor state of 

the clubs. 

 

An expansion of a varied tennis programme delivered by an appropriate coach on 

a suitable contract will deliver long term benefits. 

 

 

4. Individual Club Visits 

 

Cressington LTA 12/3 6pm 

 

The Club is re-laying new artificial grass courts in the next month.  They operate 

at a reasonable profit and have accumulated a sinking fund to attract partnership 

funding. 

The club would like floodlights (subject to power supply and planning permission) 

and an improved Clubhouse. 

 

The Club is located in a very pleasant area and I feel a structured coaching 

programme together with a multi-sport summer camp would help with 

membership and overall finances. 

 

The Club has 70 Seniors, 30 Juniors, 3 Men’s and 2 Ladies teams with a squad 

of six 42% of the Club play team tennis (excluding reserves) 

 

Liverpool Cricket Club 12/3 7.30pm 

 

The Club is part of a large multi-sports club which includes rugby, cricket, 

squash, hockey, and tennis. 
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The tennis section has three artificial grass courts which will need replacing 

within three years at a cost in excess of £50,000. 

 

They also have five grass courts which are average standard.  The Liverpool 

International Tennis Tournament  is staged at the club and although bringing in 

some financial rewards I do not feel the club benefits from the exposure, any 

increases in participation or membership. 

The Club has the benefit of a large Clubhouse which is designed over three areas 

with various bars to keep the sections apart but the downside with all multi-sport 

clubs is how the overall finances are controlled and allocated.  I did not establish 

if the tennis fees were set aside for future court replacement. 

It was apparent there were issues within the sections which is not uncommon 

with large multisport clubs offering traditional sports and these included the junior 

rugby section moving away, the impact of Lancashire CC playing there forcing 

the rugby first team pitch to relocate and the impact of the tournament. 

 

The club has 74 Seniors, 24 Juniors, 3 Men’s and 2 Ladies Teams.  With a squad 

of 6 40% of the club play team tennis (excluding reserves) 

 

Bohemians Tennis Club 13/3 10.30am 

 

The Club has four artificial grass courts one of which has been replaced with a 

£10,000 loan.  Two courts are floodlit, and the three remaining courts will need 

replacing in the near future.   

 

The Bar has been upgraded and provides a good source of revenue with other 

sports clubs using the facilities. 

 

The club has previously looked at mergers as they have adjacent land which is 

good for recreational use. 

 

The club has 50 Seniors, 4 Men’s, and 3 Ladies teams with a squad of 6, 100% 

of members of the club play team tennis. 

 

 

Thingwall Tennis Club 13/3 3.3.0pm 

 

The club is considering moving back to the original site and resurfacing/painting 

two courts.  The land locked site with limited parking has a bowling green, four 

redundant tennis courts and a wooden clubhouse which is very old. 

 

The land is owned by a charity which has a small amount of funds to contribute to 

the project. 
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We had a very good meeting and I feel the local community should certainly 

regenerate the park but it should be developed as a local park with a range of 

sports and play equipment to benefit the local residents as opposed to a summer 

tennis club. 

 

Palmerston Tennis Club 13/3 5.30pm 

 

The club has six artificial grass courts with Court 1 in need of urgent replacement 

with the other courts aged between 6 and 12 years. 

 

The Club operates at a small profit which has resulted in some savings but it is 

not sufficient to provide the required sinking fund. 

 

They have a limited coaching programme due to facilities but do make efforts to 

use other local clubs and indoor centres.  The junior membership includes free 

coaching so does not generate significant income. 

 

The club has 40 Senior members, 100 Juniors, 6 Men’s, and 2 Ladies Teams.  

This assumes that 100% of the adult membership play team tennis. 

 

Carmel Sports Club 14/3 9am 

 

I met the two business partners who are running a multi-activity centre which 

includes both mini and adult tennis activities.  It is well organised and certainly 

meets a local need. 

 

Mossley Hill Tennis Club 14/3 11am 

 

The club is part of Mossley Hill Athletic Club and is one of 8 sports on offer.  The 

club has six courts (4 floodlit with planning for 2 more).  They were well organised 

and are making plans to resurface courts in the near future. 

 

They have a formal relationship with the University of Liverpool which is good use 

of court time and they were considering making two courts multi-purpose to 

increase sustainability. 

 

Like all sports clubs offering a range of traditional sports they are subject to the 

changes of popularity, but the sports mix appears to be working well although 

cricket and rugby were declining. 

 

The club has 100 adult members and 20 juniors with 4 Men’s teams and 4 Ladies 

with 6 per squad I assume 48% play team tennis (excluding reserves). 
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Mersey Bowmen Tennis Club 14/3 4pm 

 

The club has six courts (two out of use) and is located in Sefton Park which has 

three courts.  I met a committee member and coach and much of the time was 

spent understanding the concept of Tennis for Free operating on the club courts 

yet the club had no juniors. 

 

I understand the issues of parks provision but there has to be some serious 

thinking if we are running a free tennis programme if this is not converting to 

membership or income.  There could be a number of issues but it does need to 

be addressed. 

 

The club has around 80 adult members and no juniors with 3 Men’s and 3 Ladies 

teams with squads of 6.  This represents 45% of the membership playing tennis 

(excluding reserves). 

 

Trinity 14/3 6pm 

 

A landlocked three shale court club with a pleasant small clubhouse.  The 

organisers have worked hard but recognise maintaining shale courts is extremely 

difficult and they probably need serious renovation as one court is suffering from 

poor drainage.  The configuration of the court maximised the limited space but 

the fencing needs replacement which is expensive due to the court locations. 

 

They are the only club in the north of the city, and they use the Archbishop Beck 

Tennis Centre in the winter months. 

 

The club has around 30 adult members with 2 Men’s teams and 0 Ladies Teams.  

This represents 40% of the membership. 

 

East Wavertree LTC 14/4 7.45pm 

 

The club has 6 artificial grass courts and a recently rebuilt large clubhouse.  

There are no floodlights and this has been refused on previous occasions.  The 

club is financially sustainable and is aware of the sinking fund concept and future 

court replacement. 

 

The club has good potential and are currently looking recruit a new coach who 

will hopefully generate both income and membership growth. 

 

The club has 140 adults and 45 juniors with 7 Men’s teams and 3 Ladies.  This 

represents 47% of the membership. 
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Vagabonds 14/4 8.30pm 

 

Every club I visited expressed disappointment about the decline of this 7 court 

club.  The club has lost tennis playing members and sadly has become a social 

club. The Club has only one team playing in the Liverpool League.  Trinity Ladies 

also play at the club. 

 

The club however continues to thrive from a social point of view. The club’s 

committee is very largely made up of non-tennis players and therefore its drive is 

social not tennis. The clubhouse is open 365 days a year and the revenue taken 

from the bar and from functions will sustain the club for several years to come. 

The committee’s idea is for it to remain a tennis club long into the future. 

 

Liverpool Tennis Centre 13/3 1.30pm 

 

I visited the Centre and met the Tennis Co-ordinator who had a good 

understanding of tennis. It is a 6 indoor centre playing an extremely useful role in 

tennis provision and is located on a multisport park.  It is owned by the Local 

Authority and I hope they continue managing the facility and appreciate its benefit 

to the community.  I feel the Tennis Co-ordinator role is critical in stimulating 

activity and I hope this position will be retained as part of the Council Service 

Review 2019. 

 

Archbishop Beck Indoor Tennis Centre 

 

I met the Head of the School and whilst he is using the courts for multisport 

activities he is open to the idea of courts being reserved for local clubs and the 

implementation of a schools programme.  The centre is somewhat isolated and 

there is no obvious exit route for talented children which is an issue which has to 

be taken into consideration. 

 

 

5. The Next Steps 

5.1. Throughout my visit it was apparent that the Club officials were aware of the 

severity of the current situation and several people stated that tennis within the city is 

at a turning point. 

5.2. Until the LTA formally provides an update on the capital investment strategy the 

LDTSG is unable to formalise a clear plan but I would strongly suggest the group 

work on a clear plan which indicates to everyone that they are serious about 

improving the situation. 

5.3. There has to be a change of mindset from “what are we getting” to “what are we 

offering” and “what are we doing ourselves”.  It has to be remembered that all 

funding agencies have excess demand on limited funds so they will prioritise and the 

criteria will include: 
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 Sustainability 

 Transformational 

 Partnership Funding 

 Quality of Sports Offering 

 

5.4. In three days it is impossible for me to produce a meaningful and accurate plan 

but without question the first step has to be to consider mergers and relocations. 

The first obvious step is the merger of Bohemians and Vagabonds.  I have limited 

knowledge of the legal issues surrounding both sites but I sense the decision could 

revolve on where the funds are allocated if the land is sold. 

Neither of the two clubs are sustainable and they do not offer an attractive product in 

the year 2019 so if the group is serious then those two clubs should get together and 

formulate a clear plan.  I am not interested in which site moves or indeed if both 

clubs move but if they do show this desire it will kick stars the rejuvenation of 

Liverpool tennis. 

This would give the opportunity for a Liverpool club to lead the way and design a 

club which is fit for purpose and meet the leisure requirements for the 21st century. 

The club should focus on tennis but also include other sports such as netball, 

football, fitness, etc. It needs to focus on sports membership as an income stream as 

opposed to bar revenue which creates a completely different culture and atmosphere 

within the club. 

 

5.5. I fully appreciate that this is not an easy process or thought for some individuals 

but it is the only transformational opportunity and it should be fully explored as it 

turns a negative position into a positive opportunity which has more chance of being 

supported by all funding age 

 

 

 

Peter Elviss 
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11. Recommendations of the LDTSG: 

 

 Liverpool must be designated as a priority area by the national LTA. Funding 

should be applied to the city for the sustainability and development of tennis 

by means of a dedicated budget which is grant orientated. 

The budget should be spent in line with a clear action plan, driven by this 

Vision statement.  

The LTA must assist Liverpool clubs more directly in bringing both playing 

surfaces and clubhouses up to a good standard. This should be achieved by 

clubs having access to funding through the LDTSG. 

 The Liverpool City Council should work in partnership with the LDTSG to bring 

about more of a spread of tennis across the city.  

 

The Liverpool City Council should declare tennis as a priority sport in the city, 

based on the Hope University research findings. The Council should articulate 

its policy on tennis in the city’s parks.  

 

Discussions should take place as a matter of priority to plan for the future 

status of the Liverpool Tennis Centre. 

 

 A top priority for tennis in the city must be the extension of floodlit courts in 

order to extend the hours tennis can be played. Discussions should take place 

between the City Council designated officers, Local councillors, planning 

officers and the LDTSG to remove unreasonable barriers to the erection of 

floodlights. Funding for floodlights should be made available through the LTA 

budget for Liverpool. The Liverpool league and LDTSG should consider 

working with a consultant, experienced in planning issues, to help clubs who 

wish to have floodlights to secure planning permission. 

 

 The success of the Liverpool league should be celebrated. The LDTSG 

applauds the new initiatives being brought about by the league committee, 

such as the re-establishment of the Parks competition and the extension of 

league play across 30 weeks of the year. Clubs should continue to place due 

emphasis on league play. However, clubs should also strive hard to ensure 

that they have effective social tennis programmes in place. 

Clubs must do more themselves to attract members, with a particular 

emphasis being placed on the recruitment and retention of Junior players. 

Clubs must secure appropriate levels of finance in their sinking funds and 

ensure they have short and long-term business plans. 

Clubs must make more regular use of LTA packages which are designed to 

attract new players. Such packages are Tennis for Kids and the Nature Valley 

tennis weekends. 
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 The LDTSG recommends that talks take place between Vagabonds and 

Bohemians regarding a merger of the two clubs. 

 

 The LDTSG recommends that consideration be given to the establishment of 

Hub tennis clubs. That should be achieved by designating the three strongest 

clubs to work in harness with a group of other clubs. However, the LDTSG 

must stress that this model must be based solely on co-operation and not on 

competition. 

 

 Tennis clubs in Liverpool should consider securing specialist aspects to their 

tennis programmes. As some of this is already in place it would need to be 

formalised. As an example: Palmerston specialising in Junior play, East 

Wavertree in Veterans tennis and Mersey Bowmen in Community tennis.  

 

 The LDTSG should complete a mapping exercise in which clubs are linked to 

their local schools on a geographical basis. 

A Schools’ tennis task force should be established which should be a sub-

group of the LDTSG. 

In co-operation with Chris Price of School Improvement Liverpool schools 

should be involved in tennis coaching sessions at local tennis clubs (for 

younger aged Primary children) and in a Primary tennis league (for older 

Primary children). 

 

 A Liverpool Association for tennis coaches should be firmly established to 

share best practice and to provide support for new or potential coaches. 

 

The LDTSG should continue its successful programme of supporting Work-

force Development 

 

CONCLUSION: 

This document is the result of a great deal of hard work and deliberation on the part 

of the Liverpool and District Tennis Steering Group. This could not have been the 

case without the support and backing of the Tennis Clubs of the City of Liverpool. 

Whilst this document is crucial in its own right the process that has underpinned it 

must also be valued and recognised. This process has lent heavily on a commitment 

by the representatives of the Tennis Clubs to work within a new philosophy of co-

operation and mutual support. 

The LDTSG invites the representatives to give this document serious consideration 

and to take it back to their clubs so that their members and committees can take part 

fully in a process of consultation that will produce a final version of the document.  

Once this has been achieved the LDTSG will discuss with the club representatives 

their wishes regarding the future purpose and make-up of the LDTSG 
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