
I would like to start by acknowledging what a monumental year we 
have had at East Wavertree Lawn Tennis Club. Our accomplishments 
advance further than solely our tennis teams; thriving in many areas 
which are to be recognised within this statement. It is no secret that 
the last couple of months have been quite turbulent and challenging 
for East Wavertree and on behalf of the current committee, I think it is 
important to recognise the brilliant service and hard work that our 
Chairman and Secretary, Tony and Marion McKee dedicated to our club 
for the last 11 years and it goes without saying, it being such a 
thankless task. In addition, immense appreciation goes out to Ian 
Malabar, Lin Stoddart, Jane Malabar and Jamie Semple for all their 
efforts over the many years they have held positions on our 
committee, leading on many successful social events and to Ian for his 
much-appreciated and loved coaching. Not forgetting the current 
committee members who have remained and are working very hard 
together, to move forward in the right direction, many thanks. Our 
club captain, Brain Haywood is stepping down and his tremendous work 
should not go unnoticed, a huge thank you to Brian!  

Our Men’s Teams had a remarkable season, overseen by Joe Kelly who 
did an admirable task managing 7 teams with the help of Phil Kirwan, 
Jamie Semple, Chris Semple, Tony McKee, Mike Waller and Lionel Cope. 
A delightful season sees our Men’s A team being promoted back into 
the A division, finishing in 2nd place, while our Men’s B team had a 100% 
winning streak, finishing 1st and being promoted into the B division. 
Following in their footsteps, our Men’s C team finished 2nd to seal 
promotion to the C division, with our Men’s D team comfortably 
finishing 5th in the D division. The success didn’t finish there, as our 
Men’s E team also guaranteed promotion finishing in 2nd place in the E 
division. Our Men’s F and G teams finished in 3rd and 2nd place and are 
both still awaiting news to whether they have been promoted. This 
sets our Men’s Teams in great stead for the next season and highlights 
the strength and depth we have.  

Furthermore, what a wonderful season our Ladies Teams. I would like 
to express my thanks to Coach, Ian Malabar for his service to the 
Ladies Teams this year. Match practice was a massive success and has 
most certainly been beneficial and shown throughout the season. Huge 
praise and recognition to Tracy Smith and Cath O’Rourke for credibly 
managing their teams and assisting with the overall running and 
management. Our Ladies A team finished in 3rd place, the best finish in 



the A division for many years. Our B team comfortably remained in the 
B division as did our C team, securing their place in the D division, with 
ease. These results hint at the exciting prospect of challenging for 
promotion next season. The Ladies Teams will be entering a D team 
this upcoming season, to encourage younger players into our teams and 
grow even more. As a whole, East Wavertree presented themselves in 
great manner all season and showed great enthusiasm and 
determination; we can strive for continued success next season. Thank 
you to Tia Morris who not only did an excellent job as the Ladies 
Captain but also organised successful cardio tennis classes that ran 
throughout the winter and summer months which many members 
enjoyed and helping to organise the Children In Need charity day last 
November. 

Ian Malabar has done a superb job this year, with his junior classes 
seeing the largest numbers attending for many years and Junior 
Summer Camps running smoothly and generating great profits for the 
club, as well as producing some junior players who are going to be 
joining match practice this upcoming season. 

As every year, the Club Tournaments were a major success, led by Joe 
Kelly and his team of helpers. All of the tournaments ran smoothly, 
with a record number of entrants and two entertaining final days. Our 
presentation night held at the club, saw over 80 people attending, a 
live band, great food and a vibrant ambiance. We even had our own 
red carpet and amazing food, that ended up at Vags; big thanks to Lin 
and Jane for their efforts. Congratulations to all worthy winners this 
year, who had the privilege to receive their trophies from Paula Duke, 
a former East Wavertree player. I would like to thank everyone who 
helped put that fantastic night together, organising the many different 
aspects and to Phil Duke, the licensee and all of the bar volunteers.  

Many hours of hard work have gone into the stunning refurbishment of 
the clubhouse. We now have the best facilities and most spectacular 
building, which would not have been possible without the understated 
generosity of Akiko and Graham Lea. On behalf of everyone at the 
club, words cannot describe how grateful we are and I pass on 
everybody’s deepest thanks. These thanks are extended to Mike Darling 
for overseeing the project and putting in tireless hours of work, along 
with many other members volunteering to help with the old pavilion. 
Tracy Smith has now taken up the role of Welfare Officer, in alignment 
with a new safeguarding policy about to be implemented. 



In light of the refurbishment, the club has thrived in recent social 
events such as the Christmas Night, Quiz nights and many Karaoke 
nights. Again, these events take thorough planning and I would like to 
thank Tracy Smith and Keith Barnes for their tremendous work and 
amount of effort, that goes into the ever so professional karaoke 
nights. John Fishwick does a sublime job with his popular quiz night 
every Thursday; thank you John! Our club lottery is still growing and 
massively loved by members; thank you to Steve Tuthill for his ongoing 
efforts organising which brought a record profit of £1,626 this year 
with over 80 members in the lottery itself. Not forgetting our annual 
Tony Edwards Tournament, again this was a huge success, enjoyed by 
many players and non-players. Well done to winners Steve Walsh, Matt 
Jones, Diane York and Tia Morris. Thanks to all the bar staff for their 
services throughout the year. Thank you to Peter Lambe who collects 
the money from the Veterans Group who play twice a week during the 
summer which has provided an additional income of £1,503 to the 
tennis section. 

East Wavertree came together this year to raise money for two 
wonderful charities. Marion McKee did a brilliant job organising the 
MacMillan Coffee morning and managed to raise £820, well done to 
Marion and to everyone who contributed. In addition, there was a 
Children in Need Charity Day, enjoyed by many adults and juniors, with 
a grand total of £1,267.98 being raised. I would like to thank Elliott 
Clarke for his help organising this day and Ian Malabar for his help on 
court running different activities and fun games.  

I believe the few things mentioned in the statement above highlight 
exactly what East Wavertree is renowned for – being the best club in 
Liverpool. The generosity, hard work and efforts of people within the 
club shouldn’t go unnoticed and what potential East Wavertree has to 
grow and develop in the future is nothing but exciting. I believe we 
should look back at 2018/19 as yet again, another magnificent year for 
the prospect of East Wavertree, also with lessons learnt going forwards 
in the future to better the club.  

Thank you and we look forward to what this year brings. 

Written by Tia Morris on behalf of current committee


